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To the Reverend 



Dr. /?£^'Z0^ tSMVKE of 

Cbr^'s College in Cambridge. 



Keycrcnd SIR, 

N Either the Ambition of honouring this 
Difcourfe mth your Great Namty nor 
the Vanity of thinking this /tender 
Oblivion A fu^tient dff charge from thofe ftrong 
OhHgAtions tpherely I Jtand endebted to youy were 
the Motives rvhich determiifd my Choice in this 
Dedication. I intend -only hereby to exfrej^ my 
ffteat Veneration /Jv j'(?/^r Worth, iiWwy^ Grati- 
tude for that Particular (bare tphich you have been 
f leased to vouch f aft me ip> your Favour. 

As for the Difcourfe which now beggs your 
acceptance and prottiiiony I am not unfenfibk that 
much of it lies out of the common road of thinking^, 
and may upon that Score incur the Cenfure of thofe 
narrow-^irrted Theorifts, who confine their Specu^ 
txtions to the limits ^Antiquity, reftgn up the 
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The Epiftle 

^4//^rii/ Prerogative of thdr unkrfiAnJiings to the 

Sranny of dead Author Sy and Prefer Lead and 
ffer jo it wear the Stamp of Authority, be- 
fore the finefi and noblefi Metal that has not the 
luck to be a Coin. 

But Sir y I need not fear your difappf^bation 
on this account , whofe active Soul has long 
Jince traversed o^e the tphole Blcld of Truth, 
and whofe temper is fo unprejudiced and even^poiPd^ 
as to receive the mofi Novel Hypothefis (were 
it poffible for any to befuch to you) without fiart- 
ing and amufementy and if true , to imbrace it^ 
^ tho mth the Cenfure of Singularity.* " , ' 

And here Opportunity tempts me to r4in a long ^ 
Defcant upon your great Worth and the Vdxiety 
of your InteUtUudl AccomplifbmentSy but I ^n* . 
ftder J . that fbould J with the Athenian X)ratour 
imploy Ten years in a Panegyric , / could add 
nothing either to your Fame or to your SatisfaQion, 
and bejides I fear I Jhall fufflciently abufe your 
Patience in the following Papers^ and therefore 
I am the more concerted to Jp are your Modefty 
in thi§, •• ' .\ 

But I forget how f acred your hours are ^ and 
have perhaps already too much reafon to beg your^ 
and the Worlds, pardon for dijlij^rbing an excellent 
Mtditation. For which offence a fpeedy Conclu^ 

(ton 






^^i^^lP^^^H^ 



Dedicatory^ 

pn mil be the hefi Apology. I end therefore 
^ith this humble Reque/l, that tphatever your judge- 
mem be of this Prejent as to other reJpeBsy you 
would not fail to think it a, fincere Tefiimony of 
that vdfi efieem tphich you mofi defervedly have 
in the heart of 
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An-Souls CqU 
Uge Mar. \\. 



rsiR,) 



Your moft Obliged 
and Humble Servant 



*^OHN NORRIS. 
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SERMON 

Preached before the Uniycr-» 

fjty of O X F O R D, <^r. 



R o M« 11. Chap. V. ^« 

— Niii to ihinh^ iff himfelf more highly 
than he 0Hgbt40tbiHl{.; Bttt to thin^fo^ 
herly according as God hath dealt tx? epe^ 
ry man the meaJHre of Faith. 

HERE is nothing wherein 
men are fb much divided from 
one another asln Ofinions^nA 
nothing wherein they'una- 
nimoufly con^irethzn in think- 
ing spell of tnemfehes. This 
is a Humour of fb Catholic a 
^amfy and univerial Empire^ that it may ieem 
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to chaflenge a place among ihofh Etemuas of 
our Confticution , thofc Effentiih of onr na- 
ture which run throughout the whok Kindi^ 
and axe participated by every ImUvukai. Pot 
iko\Ad2Lmaj^*^etheWwgs0f and 

and travel with th^Sun round die Terreftriai 
Gbbe, he would hardly find a man either of 
a Judgeme^ (b difficult to be fkas% or of m^ 
i^mfti/hMftf Co Iktb tx) rtt^mmeMi hsm^ that 
was not ootwithflanding fufficiently in /Stn^ 
widbi himlelf , however he might dimke every 
thing elfe about him ; And without queftioA 
that arrogant and peevilh MMrtfemxticidnVJho 
charged the grand JnhiteB with want of skill 
in the tkchnnifm cf the World , thought he 
had playM the Jrfifi well enough mhimftlfy 
and as to the Hdrfwmy of liis aiPf$ frame ac« 
quitted the Geometrjt of his Maker.^ 

And as men are thus naturally apt to thinft: 
well of thetnfelves in general^ fi) there is nothing, 
wherein they indulge this Huniour more thaik 
%ft the Opmion they have of the GcoiU of tihc 
Miffetf and among tfieie there is none which, 
has ft) jreat a ilwreof their P*mality, as their 
htdie^adlBcxk^^ The Dejlre of Ktiowledge 
is not more iiatural then the Cofueit that we are 
already fomini'd widi a confiderable Meafiire 
^F it^ and tho a partrcalar Seff were Charafte- 
nz*^ by that Appellation,, yet ail manldnd are 

ittt 
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in jpeality^ ^m^ifs. For as *ti? (ipapnipufly ob- 

ftr v?d by; the. ej^ceUent C4*^fljJ^>otJung is mor* x>;j^^,. ^^ 

eatftUy 4iftrit>i*ted among mw than t;t»? /^^/r itf«^fr»^. ^ i- 

k^mTdtnt^ wherewith eveiy one f^npi^s him? 

felf fo abuntkojcly ftockt, that ^vqo thpfe whQ 

hsive the moft tmfaidk Defir^s , jiruj whsn* 

Providence could npt fatisfy i^ aay ope. thiijg 

eKe, arexiotwithftandingastothis Di^nfstiQ^^ 

pf Heaven virell enough content ^ CQinplain {io> 

of the dull Planet that mfluencM their Nativity, 

or wifh their minds more rkhly emleipd than 

they are. And altho there »rea gemratitmoi 

ihenwhoufe to be very eloquent injecting out 

the degeneracy of huinane natyre in g^a^ral. 

^nd particularly in decyphering the Shoif$mf$ 

i>( our JnteileHu4l ^kht^ and the defed;.s of (m 

now dimimjh'd und^rltaiuiing^ yet fliiould a ma9 

take them at their word, and apply thutf^er^ 

df{f to themf^lves in particular which they & 

freelf bellow upon the whole species, no men in 

the world fo full of refentment and impatienCQ 

jts they ; and I dare a£irm aotwithllanding 

lijeir HarMgnes upon the Corruption g^ Hut 

fnaa Nature 9 could aU mankind lay a tridf 

claim to that EfiimMte which they pa& upoq 

themfehesy there would be little or no difer^ 

cnce betwixt /i;^/4and ^rfe^ Humanity, and 

God might again review hiis fmigf with;^ 

«erWC^placency, and AiU frpn^t^im it jgpthif 
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Nor is It at all to be wonderM diat $elf^ 
Coneeitednefs fhould be of fuch an unlimited 
and Tranjcendenfal Nature as to run through 
all Sorts and CUffes of men , fince the caufe 
of it, Self'lovCy has fuch an univerfal ^urif^ 
diftion in our hearts. H'is mod natural and 
neceflary for every man (and indeed lor eve- 
ry Intelligent Being^ to be a Lover of him- 
(elf , and to covet whatfbever any wav tends 
to die perfeftion of his Nature, Ana as 'tis 
neceflary for every man to be thus afiefted to- 
wards himfelf , io is this the only Difpodtion 
of mind wherein Man ad:s wim Conflancy 
and Vniformity. Our other Paflions have ibme* 
times their total intermiffions, and at beft their 

*o^^h'^FHe ^^^^V^^ ^^^ decreafeSy but this is * allways at 
ITcFiety pag. Fully and ftands drAwn out to the utmoft Stretch 
71 Mi 73* of its Capacity. No man loves himfelf more 
at one time then at another,, and that becaufe 
he allways loves himfelf in the higheft De- 
gree that is poflible. More than all good he 
c4/^w/ wifh to himfelf , and /e/jrthan all he mil 
not, nay I had allmoft nronouncM it impoflS- 
ble for Omnipotence it felt which Hays the frond 
Job. 38. 10. WAves of the Ocean, and blocks up its violent 
efforts with barrs and doors , to fay unto this 
Paflion, hitherto {halt thou come but no further y 
or to fet any other bounds to it bef/des thofe 
of aU /#^/e good. 

Now 



' Now Man being fuch an infinite Lover of 
himfelfy is eafUy brought to ielieve thzt he, is. 
really Mafter of many of thofe excellencies 
and per£bdionSy which he ib paffionately n^^es 
among th^ Jm/entorj of his pofTeflioos. Fot 
there is this notorious difference betwixt Sel/^ 
love and the Love of others^ that whereas the 
Love of others fuffofes an opinion of their ex- 
cellency, the love of our felves begets it. Wq 
iave others becaufe we think ipell of th^m^ but 
(fb prepofterous is the method of Self-love.) 
we think well of our felves becaufe we firft 
love our felves. So that now upon the whole, 
confidering how neceiTarily and vehemently 
every man is carried on to the love ofhinifelf, 
and what a natural produ£l Self-conceit is of 
Self-love,'tis much to be fearM,that as we cannot; 
fet any bounds to the love of our felves, lb WQ 
ihall hardly fet^/ye ones to our Opinions of our 
felves, and confequently the moft mprtifyM 
and refignM Man of us all, has no realbn to 
think himfelf unconcernM in this Admonition 
of the Apoftle. — Not to tbink.of hijnJ^lfmoKe 
highly than he ought to think ^^ Jmt to think fo? 
berljfy according as God hatk A/tdt ta every m4^ 
the mea/nre of Faith.' . ! , , 

'Tis fupoofed that the Apoftle in thefe wor^ 

|i Jia* refpeor to < tbe^ theh prfevajliiig He|re^\ of 

fCn&^ics^ ^ ibn of meni that px^teiraed tp grectt 
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fki^s, of ^vine Knowledge^ ta doic inti- 
inacies and fafmliarities with God, and upoil 
that prefunnptioa grew (o haughty aod iafin 
lent as icy AAife UmimoMS, s^ ^isi ffvii ^f 
di^mties^ and withal fo c«rek& and fecure> aa 
to defk the fle/b y and indulge themfelves all 
manner of SenfiiaUt)^^ as you may fee their 
Charafber in the Epiftle ot St, Jmk. Nay of 
(licfh turbulpnt ungovernable Principles and 
profligate manners were thefe men^ that (oiBa 

Dr.Hammond ^^ ^ Learned (and jparticularly an cminenU 
Divine of our own Church) have adventured 
to write upon their Fore-l^adsy Myfi^ry^ and 
to place themintheCiLfir of Ami^hriB^ M 
an Antidote therefore againft thisPoifon^ the 

t Cor. 11. 7* Apoftle who through the Abundaf§ce ^ Kw^^ 
lution had himfeif &en in danger of being ^^ 
4ilHJi dhwt Meafuny and experimentally iGDew 
how prone huiiiane nature is to fmili^mp&ime 
upon a Cbnceitof its own excellencies, thought 

ifn Ecsur. it expedient to advilib his Charge at Rome (the 

i/».i. c. <j! place which Simon Mdgm the Author of that 
proud $63; h^' (a$ Enfehim tells us) made 
choice of CO be the Scene of his MagkalOpe^ 
rations) to moderate and £)ber (thoughts of 
themfeivesy and being to teach them a L^non 
of Humility^ he modeftly ufhers it in with a 
J^reface of ni&Ganuniinon and Authority* For 
/>/4j)» (ftyshia) tkr0u^thegri«t gh^ tntta m^ 
*f>ev^fj^ mdn'sifM: k janeng yon not tf think ^ 
hkfft^ more highly y &c. The 
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!%• Di^iffft .widck t cldl|ii upon theft 
words (hall be comprized within thefe limits. 

Fifft» Id)firv« tiiat wearenoi^at oiir om^ 
libisrtf 10 eijteitata wlmt Opiniotis wd pleaft 
Odnoerniiig onr leaves, bat that we ought to 
tegtahftd tMoi by {bme Stamlard. Which I cot- 
I^ hdtti die rormer part of the Text, Nvtn 



n^fiUi 



by ive lUPft to r^ulate our Obinions concernw^ 
isi^ our' ielves are tfaofe cxcdlenctes.and peiv 
fi«3bn& wliidi we are fSM/^indow'd with^wnich 
I KxAldOt (torn the latter part of die Text, Mt^ 
MrJ^M Gdd h4sdedttoeverymdnrtb€ mufitn^ 
tf Fmih. 

r 

And ta tbc thini place I AtaS confiB&r che^ 
Abfurditiesand ill Confequencesof tranigreinhg; 
^isStjfmUrdy whereby it fhall appear how 
ygfaly reafbnable this JdmmtioM of the Apoftle 
is, andib conclude with a pradkalt Application^ 
of the whole in relation to our fel^^iSy and the: 
pre&nt occafion*. 



I begin with the firft Pr(^»fition> 7W n^ 
jm not 4t Mr vmndibtrtjf totmtrtdmwhatOfim*^ 
ons m fksfe cmccrning our fehj^Sy but thia we 



4^h 'to regwl^te them ty fame StdmUrd. 
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The A6ls of the underjtandi$^ are by Ibmc men 
thought as free from all Laxp, as the ^£b (X 
the mil are from ail ntctjjitj^ and aooordioslj^ 
they give every one i Tokratiom to Jbwniim 
his own fenfe and (provided his 4i£Fi94K^ be con* 
formahleto the Rule) to r^/;iirwhathepleaie» 
^ow fince a Man >caanot be aCoouatable fof 
an Opinion of him f elf in pajrticul$;r, . unlefs it be 
firft granted that he is under a law as to the 
Ads of his underjtmding in generajl , before I 
can proceed any farther I find it. necef&rytcl 
4ay down this Prefdratory. Pofition, That ^e 
are undeir an Obligation as to the A^ of our 
iinderftandingy or {which is all one) that we 
are accountable for them. Nay. I believe I 
may venture higher and aflSirm that the uttr 
derftanding is not only under Obligation but 
that ^tis the P^rimary and immdidtc Subjed of 
;of it. For the proof of which Paradox, I d6- 
iire the Patrons of tne Intellectual Libertinifm 
to confider^ that that muft be the Primanr 
&nd immediate fuhjed of all Obligation \N\nax 
is fo of jL/^er/jf.. Now that this cannot be the 
Willyl fuppofe will be acknowledged a clear con-^ 
fequence if the Will neceffarily follows thePrafti- 
cal Difitate of the Underftanding. -And: tiiat 
itdpt^ fb; ^I think there is i}emM^^ . 

•-4'*<4 l».>.,' ... ». ». ..4 
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. ^if-as4ifiqii&(H6iiaUe\Aidotn in ;ffiilie^h0(^ 
of Lfiacohig in the \vorld, that the Ob]e6t of t^ 
IPill kt'Offariavt good'^ Now a^arettt gded in 
cvhee words, ,is. tihat wbtcli is apprehctnde^ or 
il*e^*dvto.ibe good,- aod if fb, rlieh'":it?f(iitotvsi 
that the Will cannot but fconforai to the Dilate 
c^ the-.iJnderiianding, ;tKcau(e otherwife/ottiey 
thing tQ%ht i>e ike objeftridfidiS^ ^Ifc'dure^ 
ft)t,£fi|>i?eheoded. gOQ^^ ; Ki^ich dsr<tottcmi(5D ^^ 
tfaeriu^lp{^tohh> ^ilioifi^ the piti'Cas'i^^M'-' 
iM^ hst^'V^elLiCiiipibSed sc) Is^lhe-'iCl^Wikr^/;' €f 
an O/er/Ufve Sylhgifmy and follows asnecelTa'^ 
rily from the Dtitt^e of the Undcrftanding as 
iS;'«iaMiy;Ol^ CfXKMioibdoek^ ^m itscKe- 
iayEb,>:aiid4Cxm&qKieh^ caitnqeilM^thd^ic^«»m*'i' 
dii^t SjSsiysSt. of liberty}- anetoonfojiwhtfy not 
ef'-Obikrauoa..' :■. .•'■..■-. > ■...■>tk:. ... i>: 



< i<Btie>iSien Jere 3#e ^iioeiiavohp^ jnciji&'fkr^ 



^iffioiity aa td iJie jmn^ noi 

dttt ad wi^^' equal (if; not ntore) -necefficy 
iksm the< fF///? So J Jcnow it Is ordioatiiy 
^4^tt]^ti But if this be abfbhitely and uni* 
^emUjr true> Idnuftcod&fi'k ai90fe,;il^ icadh^ 
of tiijr: Capacity toiiahrfe '.^e JS^odooof Nfka&>'< 
% or Re!igbi3gi <f^ ftx^duranexpedibm'hoxii^ 

aoth^ma^ eemfe. For iince 'tis evident both 
firom idbie. precewilg Ikn^mj^ and from 
^jcpertowtoal EdBfiodon, that the Will eso&ffsk^ 
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ti^Y dds^ in Coafenhihr to the^Didates of the 
Uftderdandtogi if thoie. v^ Di£btesare alio 
whOlely and akogetfadr deocflkrjr ^ there can 
be no luck thing as a Tt' ip* i^Sp ^ the man is 
bouild hand and foot^ has nothing left where- 
by to render him a Moral Agent^ to qualify 
him for Law or Obligation, Vertue or Vice, 
Kewiird or Punifliment. But thefe are Abfiur* 
dities not to be indured, and therefore I coci^ 
clud6:.aix:ording to. ttse Rules of right Reafbn- 
kkgi the f j^ii/«^ib iroa wfaidi tfoey Row to be 
ib toob> 
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• To <oIear vxp tiatL the xfholtt Difficulty Vfh^ 
as imidi Btetit^ and fteiGncmty as in a imta 
ter of riiis 'mmcacy is pomble, I IhaUnofom* 
ger consider the Underflandine aadWiU^Fa* 
culties i^ally diftind either from the Soul it 
^». 0i^iK>iBL teeGaamhoft, . \mt iftiat the Soiil 
(k«s (0«Cled^i^Mi%Mtifbndand^ttbie 
wiii^atrjth^ciptcrqontrod of'^tL^ BisaAtfwb»^ 
io<»fir.l : . Am that liar 'this derndiiRmivereafini 
'm:i&i(!ttti^ih^£m&iim the ebotrary HypothofiSy 

a^iiliat)he4iKidilI^Bfbedietfil9J «;9ms)mbe^itlii« 
dcditutftiiigrrtar nidttul&ift aonch^^^lA^U^^t&ift 139 
lftiDdtl>iiii£feA<M>d^''"»faodibte» iio^ ifmiHcfa »e. 
^ gde»t^ Abfurdf ties lis« thevn^^ tt«d^ Coiiie<^ 

aifefibodiplMec^asfl|r ^i^afi^ i i tt d> rt faw »? 

\ih a fo 




£9 likewife #Des fher neoeiTarily Uhdyftftqd -is 
die i3bjad af^ars. And 'tkus &te bur l/ight 
ttrmiim^ infatdf^/i and A^erc^/boiln^'oi^ 
fiarizM. That then that miift give us a Pr d/i 
^SF beyond if ^ muft be this^ that aithp the 
Soul iMcriiarUy underftaiKis.oT' 'jftdge^^ai^tM* 
4ii?g » the Appeaf (fflCe of tMrtgs^]^%h&% t^ 
Atould &> 4/^4r ' (^te(^ k ^^^ !¥&p<^idHl 
tJriit^ire felfcevideiity -astbaK <fce>v^e - is grea- 
ter than any one part, tflr the ^ like) i-s not alike 
iiecc^ary , but depends upon the degrees of 
Adhrertency or Attention whi<^ -t*te Seiil^q&s; 
«»)d which' to ufe either (ticirg ©r kts h: 
fiiui immediately in hdr ^(i^n^power. And 
tndiderency of t^Soiid as to attending or not 
atiseading I take to be the only ri ip ipuf^ the 
iMtnm «!m1 foundation into which the Mora^^ 
licy d^ every a6bk)nmuft beat length refolvM. 
For a ferthef proof *s well a« Hkflsration of 
Wltidhi Hypothefis let us apply it to a parti- 
cular cafe and try how well' it will anfwer 
liht M^Mim^Hw.^ I« die cafe then of Martyr^ 
litmy ^'Jddk u{X)li <ki its an evil, and not on* 
ly fo but (while I attend fully tO'fts Nature) 
the greateft of evils* And as lon^ as I con- 
tinue this Jadgenient 'tis utterly impoffible I 
ftioold ^comnftit it, there being according to my 
pKfemapprehenfion xxo^aper evil for the de* 
dkiiiigrtt wiiich I Ihould think it eligMe, But 
now the &jA of Paw being prefented before 

B 2 me. 



CO 

j|iei^,afidrm)tru^Qkntlyattsodii^to the evil 
of Sin^ this latter appears, to be the lefler evil 
of the twOy and I accordingly fro hk & mm^ 
£> pronounc it, and in Conformity to that judge- 
ment mfejpirify chufe it. But b^aofe 'twas 
abibluteiy in my power to have sttemled more 
heedfully there was Liberty in the Principle^ 
the miihtke which influence the adion was 
vincible, and confequentiy the a6Hon it felf 
imputable. This Hyfothefis however ftraiise it 
may ieeni to thole that have (worn Faith andAl^ 
leg4ancej(o the Di^tesof the Schools^ J believe 
Will be the more approved the more it is exa* 
minM) and that not only as rational and con(ift<* 
ent in it felf, but alfbas a refuge from thofe Ab« 
furdities which attend the ordinary Solutions. 
Neither is this account wholely fmlkens^d by 
Authority, for I find ibme hints and intima- 
*-5#fHicro. tionsof It in the ^ ^hool of Plato, where the 
cics upon the reafon .why thofe middle fort of Beings callM 
felif%^^ Heroes are^^.not fb uniformly pure as me A*3«t 
fioras. ^ ' r*7M a«o/ or N<t<, Js affign'dto be becaule.they 
do not fb eqi^lly 4ttefi^ to th6»^4MN[7 of .the 
Sufream Good. 

From what has been faid it appearsplainly 
that the Morality of every humane adion muft 
be at length refolyM into an immediate indiHer^ 
ence that the Soul has of atttndifig or not 4^^ 

tending,, and confequentiy that we arenotqnljf 

under 
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uflder OlSiigation as to the aQs of ^'the Undfer-^ 
fhinding^ but that all Obligatxon^>r/ there*^ 

Having thus clearM the way by the Proof 
of this Preparatory Pofition, that we are under 
Obligation as to the ads of the Underftand*' 
ing m general, I may now proceed to coniider 
that our opinion of our lelves is one of thofe 
ails ofrthe-Uftderftanding which are lubjefk 
to Law,, or in other terms, that we are not- at 
mtrxnm liberty to entertain w^ Opinions we pltafe 
€<mcerm^ oir/thts, ht tfmt Jt aught tottgu- 
late them by fome Standard. Now the general 
reafbn of uiis is, becaufe 'tis of great nooment 
^d influence in relation to ourPradice, what 
Opinion we entertain concerning our felves. 
Indt^ there ard many afts of the Underftand- 
ing which tho originally firee^ yet fall under 
no Obligation by reafbn of the Indrfferency of 
the Matter, as in things of pure and nakedL 
Speculatioii. Thefe are the unforbidden Tttts 
cf the Garden, and here we. may let looIeJ thq 
Reins, and indulge our thoughts the full Scope^ 
Thus there is no danger of Herefy in aflerting 
Or denying the Antifodes^ nor is Vrthodoxy con- 
cerned whether the Moon be habitable. But 
altho to ihiftake a Star be of no cbnfequence 
to the Theofifi thsit fits immmtA in hisStudfj 
yet it majr beto the Fiht thax is to Steer/ms 
€;okrfe by it. There are <^r things which 

have 
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have a fnUml, Aip^d j apd here 'tis aot « 
d^ere^a, what we thspk , becaufe ^tis not 40* 
different what we do. Now among thefe the 
Opinion of our ielves is to be reckon'd| as 
havu3g a great influence upon our well o€ iU 
demeaning our (elves reipe£Hvely9 as will mcHe 
minutely and particularly appear when we como 
in the third and laft place to confi4ertheat>» 
furdities and iU consequences of traiigreiHi 
the Sundard pre£crihed, and therefore I ffaj 
defer the £^rther proiecution of it till thean 
and in the mean whik proceed to^he igfpp4 
Oifervsbk, Namely, 

That the Standard $»hereh we are to reguUi^ 
(mr OfinioHS coMcer»i^ qur Jehes^ sre th^fe sm^ 
cthmes iimd f^feBi^ redOj^Md^^d 

mtlh Which is coile£bd from, thejfe wofd% 
Mcording m God hm d^idk to vwrf m4» the mea^ 
fmt ^ Faitk 

In the formerpart of the Text there wiis 
indeed a ileib-aiat laid upon our Opinions <X3ia« 
Cf^niqg our ielves ^ hut it was general onlf 
and indefininc. ^ But here tbe ground is mea» 
ikred oitt> and the Boundaries precifely fet« 
Mi9^<«fet#fy that^f the great EcliftkUne which 
is to )xjutid the^ Career of our moft fc^rward 
pid S^rif^du^k^ OpM^n^. If we keep wkh« 
in this conapais our motion is natural and t4 
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fer, butifweflideneverfolittle out of it, 'ti* 
onnatural and porteittous. Or to Ipeak with 
greater Simplicity j lie that judges of himfetf 
aocqfdingto tiiole excellencies, whether Moral 
or IntelleSual, which he really has, does f^* 
tHt tii TO mttifiSt y thinks fohcrly , and he that 
thinks himielf indow'd with any iO/niQr Degree 
of Eitcellence which really he has not,does ^n^ef- 
fHi ■«#• { J\i tef'*'*) thinks pf himfelf -more highly 
thus he ought to think. - - 

Here then are Two things to be confidered; 

Krft that we may proceed fo ftr as this 
StMiUhl. 

And Secondly, That weniay not go ie- 
yotid it. ' 

:-Firft,TMtwemaypr6eeeiJl&&ri - 
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dp* 

ot«"SP« 

IiEffl r^ufe 



I Cor. 4. ij. rtfufii aU iiff'fcoftring of tU things. And this 
they call the Myfticd Death y or- the Sfirititdl 
4nmhilMiotf, Now whatever d^ees of .«*- 
i^tKX this may have (wliich T fliall not no\\r 
difput)?) , *tis moft certain it can have notninz 
oi Duty, /^ot tlio it may, an3 oftentimes is; 
required of a man to think the Truths yet he 
can never be under an Obligation to be m-^ 
fiidien/^^^ har4,to^conceive how kav, 

man (eQieciially one duit <6?e/y.'mijch' wjija 
himiielf, and heedfiilly reflects upon the acdnj^' 
9kf his\ ovvn mind ) ;|houl.d_ be mafisr gf any 
considerable' exceltenqr ,' aiid yet not be con* 
(cious of k. ,7Aii)d -beUdes , That very degree 
of Attention which is required that a maa, 
fliould not think himielf more accompliffi^d 
tiun ind^ hp is^ .will alio infaUibly hinder 
him from thinking he is Z^. 'Tis triie in- 
deed/ Afo/e^ knew not that his Face /hone , alter 
Be had beei^.^oi^vexfing with Godon the Mquat. 
He faw not me Oro of glory that ftream'd 
ftjm, hini) ^d wondrecT wnat it was that 
inade him (p dreadfid to the people. But 'tis 
ijof:. iQ )With ijbe Soul, whole reflexiite &a4tljr, 
w^ jipt fell ^.jffive her iafoi;n»tion o£,fei, 
n^,jr«^d; vos^. r^ecv^d afcomplilhipcb^ 
'f^ 90t ^vjbbh tfifi^ Zejfer, as with the Gruter 
WorId> where wBoli^ Tracts and Regions, (and 



l^ii cannot be fiich a Stranger to his own 
Perfections ^ (udian Jmerka to him&lf. For 
who can know the things of a man y if not the 
Sfirit of man which is in him. And aGCordinglr 
we find that the J^norance of our (elves with 
which Mankind has been hitherto fo liniver- 
lalljr taxM , runs quite in another Chanel, and 
does not confift in overlooking any of thole in- 
^owxnents which we hoft^e y but in affmnr^ to 
our felvesthofe which we haivenot. 

I confels (were it poffibie) I fliouid think 
it advi(eable for fbme perlbns to be ignorant 
dF fbme of their excellencies « and like the Sun 
not to re/fefif home to their own Sphere o( light; 
Not that I think In the leaft unlawful to be 
fully GOiifaous of ones own worth, but only 
I confider that fbme men have not hea<ls^ 
fhong enough to inimt Heights, and walk up-i 
on Spires and Pinnacles. But iftheycanitand 
there without growing vertiginous , they need 
not queftion the lawmlnefs of the fiationy they 
are ftill within the Region of Humility. Fw 
Ms not every thinking well of ones lelf that 
falls in witn the notion of VriAty but only 
, when there is more of Opinion than there is 
of Worth. 'Twas this that was the Gondem- 
. nation of the Apoftate Angel , not that he took 
a juft complacency in the eminericy of his 
Station , but that he vainly arrogated to him- 
fclf what was not his due , in that he faid, / 

C wit 



m/ta/cwd into JhkAven j I mil txdtt m^ t^Mt 
lAl«^4!iS' stove the Stars i>f Qpd ^ I i»iX fit ufon the fdes 
iff the Phrth ^ I mil sfcewl sbwe t^ 
the Cloudsj J mil be UH tbem9fiH^* TwKs 
for this tbsLt the Ao^i of Deith drew upon 
Herod ^^ not becaule he was pleas'il with the 
fifenefs and fucce/so/i his Oratory , but becaule 
he was not (b jif^ to God as the People were 
to ^iM, but lookt upon himfelf as^t^e Head^- 
fountdin oi his own perfe^ions ^ and fo gMvt, 
Afts n^^i. mt Qod the glory. ^ 

But now if we take care to proportion :^our elH- - 
fipiadon ^^4nd our Complacencies inxmiklvt^ to 
the mealure of our endowments^ and if we look. 
XB^n thoie very endowments not as origimry and 
independent but as ^w^rit/e from the f griper of 

J«icsi.x7. l^hts fromwhom every g(^dimdperfelt gift d^^ 

and accordingly refer ail to Gods glory and with 
the Elders m the Revelations taKe ofF our 

Rf?. 4^ 1 o Crowns from our Heads and caft them at the foot 
of the Throne, we have not only the cxprefi^ 
words of the Text, butlikewif^ all the reafbn 
in the world to warrant the Sohriety of our 
Opinions. , For, this is but to have a right and 
cacaQ: underftanding of ones fclf. Andw^niay 
not a man be allowM to take a true Eftimate 
of himfelf as well as of another man? Or 
why fhould a man think an excellency left* 
valuable becaufe 'tis iahimfelf ? The Happinefs •. 

of 



f^fieQs upcMfi tlie £^4"^ of hi? Effence , ai44 * 

je joy^ with ar)L . infixwte Cimpi^^^^r Now 
ijcertaialy that whereiii (confifts the Hufpimfof 
^he Cnafcfy Gaf^lot be a ^ in the Cfea$up^ 
BefideSy I vould fein know why a man may 
pot as lawfully thin^ well of himlelf upon the 
.^ore of hi? real worth, ^ define t\}^t Qther4 
ihould think well of him for the fame reaibn? 
.And- that he may do the latter is confefsMas 
jwellby the Pfiiflfift?, as by the common Suffra^t 
of INidbnkind For otherwife what becomes of 
that ^00^ B^^utMim which SQlama» fays kw^- 
^her to k^bofeif than great BJfks J arid of which P'^^-^** « 
the Beft and Wifeft men of all ages had ever 
iiich a teiader, focha paH^onate Regard ? Nay 
'^tis loc&^t upon as 9 very CmfmndaUe thing 
.|o Isje ib affe^d> limine contrary is cenfurei 
jwthe maijr of a c&fiblut^ 9nd mmmtali:^4 tem* 

tr Only there i^ a ui^^^^A kakSk©- to |i>e ob? icor.io-ij. 

rpM in thi$ s^s welt as in the former, and a$ 
we are not to Jhetch 0m 0w fehesh^^ ^wy ^ Cor. 10. ^^. 
imafur^ §^ tDiVtk we take care with the great f 
j^po^le^ iiQt> to give #/i^i^ occaiion to thi^k if 
^fi§^ i^e^ tlfj» ii9hkhthty^ f^ w toh. Befidei^ *Cqr. ih4. 
if w^ may not bealknv^dto take thefviXiH^k 
otf oiir Qwti ExcdHeripies, liow fhali we be able 
4:0 gf^e ;^^^a^^ Ttrn J^r/muft 

^6^»r 1^|$y in^iir €NmM b^Qfe th»yr lian ufe 
LjcheiqrittsilQfhru^ Adoration^ ani^ /i^^ 
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muft be confiioiis of the rig^t Gt$uM ci his 
Qratoiy , before he mv ^ive Gad the Gtny^ 
Again ia the lafi: place^ if a man may not 
have leave to take Cogni&nce of his own 
De&ts and to vahie himlelf accordingly » what 
will beconie of that cm'^JSinof^ <eV'^^ imtpmnfot 
♦u Qth Which the ApofHe fpeaksof, the dn^ 
^Pcc 3. II. fper of a good Confciencs towards Gody which is 
nothing elfe but a Sentence of Approbation, 
which a^ man palTcs upon himfeif for the well 
managing of that Talent of Libertjr which God 
has entrmled him with ? Now this is the Re- 
^4r<i of Vertue, and therdbre certainly not 
contrary to it.. .. 

Neither is this Stlf^fiemk only the BewMrd 
of Vertue but alfb the Csufe of it too> and con- 
iequendy 'ti&not ocXy ullawdky but alio h^hly 
needful that we fhomd think Homrjibfy ox oxxc 
felves. 'Tis a frequent Obfervation amoo^ 

i Mord and Diviae Writers^ That moft if not all 

the Sins which men commit^ proceed from want 
of a due (enfe of the Dignity of thdbr .Nature^ 
Aild confeouently a due refleaaon iqpon a man's 
own Worjui, mujfl: heeds, be a ftrong PreferM^ 
//w agaihft whatfoever would fidn its Ghr^ 

ijfch.^. II. ShiJljmh dfrian 4$ J flee f Was the powemil 
con^deration that btiofd up the finkif^ Spirits 
of Nehemidh. And !tis one of the CsfMdlUn^ 
ce^s oi Pyph$gpr4s\ Morals (and! perlapione 

of 



of ibc.hc& too that was ever given to die 

World ) -«~!l#^f^wr $ (Jfam it^cJ^ mprtr^ Jb&W 

mB tbiii^i reverence thy felf. And *twaf the 

Saying of another of theSoos of Wiftlom, Let 
not the Rttferemt of Any m4ncaHfe thee to fin^ 
Which it certainly will do, unleft we obferve 
the foi;mer Rule^ and refleO: with due Reve^ 
rence upon Qur own Worth and Dignity. 

From thele confiderations (not to urge any 
more) it ieems to me very eyident, that 'tis 
flot only, hnful but in fome xd^pd^s highly 
Expedient y that pur Opinions of our felves fbpuld 
rile up fo as to be of a Level with our Ex* 
ccUencies, . whatfoever they are^ : . Let o^e of 
the Scafes be mounted wvsexi/o %*/yetji^ 
there be a. proportionable Weight in the Others 
die %lkuiGe:mov;es regttlarl)!^ radd as it ibould 
do. We may then proceed fo far as this 
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ButSecondl)r, Wemuftnotgo^^i^it. Fot 
atibejrondtbisisJ'rMfe. Fncie,j^t .turnMth^ 
iUigels txiA of Heaved, 'uAi^OUi: of J^uradice« 
and levelled t^'igreat.£^iof JB^^^/i^ii. with 

eUe but an Imtmfdtt$t (>pif£i6ai of cpr feke^y 
which oonfifts either in anuming to our felves 
any Excdlency which Hve have not, or{.in Qvtr- 
Wjtfffig^ what w& have. Tho indeed in Strii^- 
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.j»f/ of MotlQfl rhi? Umf fells in wjeliilicjbp. 

mcfj For to Qv^-r^tp what we have, i$ ia« 
clee4 I^Q p.(rume ibme D^ive of good which 
we have not, Her^ then begins our R^Araint, 
the l^eiifanAhttmfi of which will appear froni 
the AbHirdities and ill Conie^uences which at-* 
tend ^e tranlg^ffing of this ^MiuUrd , and 
which in tb^ thin} and k^ft place I qomo aow to 
confider, 

tlhalt ob(brve only the moft notorious; u»i 
thele I ihall tP^nw tQ thele Three general 
Heads* ^ - 



Hrft, Thatieun^oalifics us Ibfttie p^vfoisw 
ance of QUMiy IXitieSr 

^econdlfj ttnt it hctf^yes-minmrnmof tm^ 

* . • •• I* 

AndHurdly^ That it fruftrates alLisMtiwdk 
of Reformation. Of tbefe very t^riefly. 

Flrft aA ex0£6iVQ opimon of auribhnei^hd 
l^t h fb y»^dntSimSss /liie nteaiiire <£ at 
real \M»id^) uiiquitinos us fi)r tfte pbiSoalaalaui 
^many Dutieis and d^elnth iji^ relation 4o 
God, di^r Neig^nxMtr' aa^ onr Selves, ^na 1 : j 

• •JPkrft'iarekeiQo-to Godv ^ ' i- "•-^;;avn;; 
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' As Fol^ leads to Jrheifm^^ {b does gA^v€^^ 
weami^ Dpinion of our own Wifdom or any o* 
-<ktir iwccllency to Profanem^s. For as ^r^&e Fo^/ 
3fm faU in his heart fhere is ho GM ^ fb it is 
i^d in another plao& That the uwgfMy is fo 
Proiidthat he cafesh not for him^ Pride dicn is alto- 
gether inconfiftent with that Subje£Hon, Honour 
and ' Veneration which we owfe to God For 
how can he fubmit his paflions to the Authp- 
^ity of the Divine WiU who has made a Lmp 
ofuis imw ? And as it indilpoiie^ 1)9 ior ^U d* 
Sppe^ S^ tikewiife for ati fc^^e Obedience ; fpr 
how ican lie 7^5^^ that with ^itf /eip* > whidi 
he thibks he i^ not ^ftrve in jifjfiice? Or 
how cian Jbe fubmit with rtfignatiim to the ieem- 
ing unevene0es of Ptovidential PifpeiM^tioiis, 
the quality of ^vhiib begauibjilie q^iuicit i{r- 
fitnt^ helntift in ivMur to his (?^wa iind^ri^nd- 
mg denj^Y And upon the iame ground it un* 
qualifies us for Faith in many or the Divine 
Revelations*. For how Can- he Gaftivate his 
underAanding to MjtfitrieSy whothinksit a 4ir- 
honour to mh any , and is r^iblv^ to believe 
no farther than ht KMi\^mfrfhtnd'i 

Laftljr, It unqualfie$iisfor.^«ri^«ifibt()Wards' 
God^ and confequeady .ptn? .<i ^f tp.^lij ijhfiie 
good -a^ons whidi we ^Ouid plWy'.i)!^ Pe- 
roral upoai that. Ptincifk- ■ Andfby ;dhjsit.be- 
-comes a MukifUUy a Legion evil, for l)[ow can 

he.. 



■7 



he acknowledge an Obligation palsMuponliiai 
by Gods f^vowrs^ who calls them not by that 
name , but efteems them^ as RetMrds and Pm^ 
ments , and inverting the Froteftadoa of tn% 
%n.3i.io. good Patriarchy thinks him&lf tportfy of the 
greatejt of his p^ercies. 

Then Secondly, In relation to our Neighbour, 
it unqualifies us for Obedience to Civil Go- 
vernment. For how can he lubmit to the Wit 
dom of his Superiours , and pay an imfUcitt 
deference to the (kcult reafbns of State, who 
thinks himielfwifer than a whole SmaPCy and 
difputes even the Ways of Pravukme ? Pride 
was ever obferved to be the Mother of Fafti- 
on and Rebellion , and accordingly St. : Jude 
makeis it part of the Cham^ter of the Proud 
Gmfiics , Todeffife Dcmi$$hm Md ffeak evitcf 
Dignities. 

' Again, It unqtialifies us for thofe afts of 
Juftice which confift in a due obfervation of 
our Neighbours Merits , and a deference of ex- 
ternal RefpeQ: proportionable to that obferva- 
tion. For how can he be at l^jfure to take 
notice o( anot^rs worth, who is fo wholely ta- 
ken up inthe contemf lotion of his own ? Let the 
Reputation of his beft Friends (if it bepoffible 
^ for a Proud man to have any) be in never fo 
great danger > he like: jirchimedes , is fo over- 

bufie 
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bdk in admiriog the Creaeures of! usW n brairi^ 
diofe DMi^iir/ and i^4i^ whkh 4ie ha$ formed 
of A/«y^ij^there,that he regards net the /? w> ^t 
is about him. Or if he does , he is lb far from 
Bsppomag in their dsfence (as in Ji^ice he 
ought) thac he radier f ejoyces at their Spots as 
ji€€00M tX) his QWtihrightmfs^ 

A|^in, It uD^uaiifi^ us for tlie Offices of Hu*^ 
inanity^ and Qvit Behaviour > a^nd aU kinds of 
HomilUicd virtue : for how can he treat thofe 
with any tolerable Civility , whom he looks 

down upion as £E whole 4^#ei below him ? 

I •■ • - 

Laftly, it unqualifies us for<]?ratitude toward 
our Benefaftors* For how can he think himfelf 
obliged by ma»y who counts God bis Dthor ? 

t 

Then Thirdl v, In relation to our iSelves, here 
is this grand ill confequence of an imntoderate 
ialf-efteem, that it unqualifies us not only for 
higher attaimnents, but even for the very e^dea- 
^oHTs of improvement, and fo cuts fbort and ht'- 
dwarfs all our excellencies. 'Tis the Obfervati- 
on oi Cicero j Multi ad JeieHtiam fervent ffent nijife 
J4m fervemffe sredidiffent , The Opinion of the 
Proud man has fo far got the fiart of the real 
worth , that the latter will never overtake the 
former^ 

And as the immoderate efteem of our Selves 

D ?inqua-* 



unqualifies us for the performance of many Du-i 
ti^s^ fo does it alio in the Second place Betray us 
ioto many Sins. 

Firft^ Injto all thofe fias which are contra-t 
ry to the ; fgrementionM Vermes refpeSively. 
And beiides them into many more^ luch as. are 
prefiimption and fecurity, vexation and difcon- 
tent , contempt of others (tho at the fame time 
it expofes us to theirs) Anger and Contention^ 
Marlice and Revenge. For the Proud man is not 
content to be his. own ^W4«e - Admirer, but 
quarels with all others that are not of .bis 
perfwafi n , and with the Tyrapa of Bdtylon 
kindles ^Jre for thole' who wiiV not fiO fdown 
drid fporjbip the Image which he has fet uf. . 

Neither does the Lefrofy ftop here. But as it 
betrays us, into many fins, .fo in the Third and 
laft place ( whigh is .the moft diCnal Confe- 
quence of all^ It fruftrates all Methods of Re- 
formation. Gods judgements will but exaspe- 
rate and inrage him, becaufehe thinks he does 
not deferv^ them , and his , Mercies will not 
indear him , becaufe .he thinks he ifoe/. Ad- 
vice he thinks he does not ;?w// and Refraaf 
he cannot ^e^r. Befides he thinks fo. well of 
himfelf already, that he wonders what you mean 
by advifing him to become better y and therefore 
as hed'^es not endeavour after any of thofe.ex- 

ceUen-- 
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